
 

 

Community Culture Grant  
Explore the stories and ideas that shape our communities and celebrate Wyoming culture. 

 
Join Wyoming Humanities in exploring the stories and ideas that have shaped  
our communities through a new grant program, Community Culture Grant. The grant 
supports a fuller, more complex telling of community histories, lived experiences, and ideas 
leading to a fuller appreciation and understanding of the richness of people. Through 
community initiatives, public programs, digital media, oral histories, exhibitions, 
publications, and preservation projects, Wyoming Humanities invites local governments, 
public education, and nonprofit organizations to get creative, prioritize a passion project, or 
try something new.  
 
Through Community Culture Grant, we anticipate projects 

• That exchange a wide variety of stories, ideas and experiences  
• that bring communities together 
• tell untold, unheard, or unknown stories or ideas  
• tell familiar stories or ideas in new, never-before-experienced ways 

 
Delivering on the Goals of the Community Culture Grant 
Local governments, public education, and nonprofit organizations are invited to request up 
to $10,000 to implement the goals of Community Culture Grant. Wyoming Humanities 
encourages organizations to build on existing public programs, activities, and resources, or 
create new public programs, activities, and resources. 
 
Community Culture Grant-funded programs, activities, and materials must: 

• be informed by humanities materials and humanities scholars or experts 
• reflect a diversity of experiences and perspectives of the community 
• make use of local, regional, and national cultural and historical resources 
• develop or build on partnerships with other organizations (e.g., libraries, 

museums, educational organizations, social or cultural agencies) 
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Nonprofit organizations may use Community Culture Grant funds to:  
• work with scholars and community leaders to identify needs and offer solutions, 
• develop and implement public humanities programming, 
• develop discussion and educational resources, 
• host convenings and educator workshops, 
• oral history collection and/or preservation, 
• develop or implement public exhibitions, 
• create video or podcast series, 
• support other humanities-based activities that align with the mission of 

Community Culture Grant 
 
Organizations cannot use Community Culture Grant funds to promote a particular political, 
religious, or ideological point of view, or advocate for a particular program of social/political 
action. 
 
Organizations must submit applications by April 15, 2025, in the online grant portal; please 
refer to the application requirements, below. Director of Grants will review applications for 
eligibility, completeness, The Grants Committee of the Wyoming Humanities Board of 
Directors will evaluate applications for collaboration, innovation, feasibility, and 
responsiveness to the goals of Community Culture Grant. The Grants Committee renders 
the final awarding decision in mid-June 2025 and may offer partial awards. Funds will be 
issued to organizations three weeks prior to the start date of the project period.  

We look forward to reading your applications and working with you to explore and 
celebrate the culture of your communities.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=whcouncil
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Award, Application, And Requirements 

Award Amount: Up to $10,000 

Period of Performance: July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026 

Deadline to Apply: April 15, 2025 at 11:59pm (MST) 

Eligibility 
Eligibility is open to nonprofit organizations (as reported to the IRS and with an existing 
EIN), accredited public and 501(c)(3), institutions of higher education (as defined in 20 
U.S.C. 1001), local governmental agencies, and federally recognized Native American tribal 
governments. Humanities-focused organizations, organizations that routinely conduct 
humanities programming, and non-humanities focused organizations interested in 
conducting humanities programming are eligible for Community Culture Grants.  Applying 
organizations will need a a Unique Entity ID with sam.gov; to learn more, visit the Entity 
Registration Checklist.  
 
Not-for-profit organizations (status other than 501(c)(3)) may apply with the support of a 
tax-exempt fiscal sponsor and are strongly encouraged to consult the Grants Director prior 
to application at chloe@thinkwy.org.  

Application Materials 
Organizations must submit their applications through the online grant portal. Applications 
will include:  

• Project Description 
• Work Plan and Timeline 
• Humanities Scholar/Expert biographies and Letters of Involvement 
• Project Budget and Grant Request Budget 
• Budget Justification 
• Evaluation Plan 
• Application Conversation. Once applications are submitted and processed, 

applying organizations will then schedule an Application Conversation with 
Wyoming Humanities Grants Director and the humanities scholars/experts listed in 
the application. Application Conversations are recorded and used in the evaluation 
of your organization’s project.  

Evaluation of Applications 
Wyoming Humanities Grants Director will review applications for eligibility and 
completeness. The Grants Committee of the Wyoming Humanities Board of Directors will 
evaluate applications for collaboration, innovation, feasibility, and responsiveness to the 

https://sam.gov/
https://sam.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/entity-checklist.pdf
https://sam.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/entity-checklist.pdf
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=whcouncil
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goals of Community Culture Grant. The Grants Committee will render the final awarding 
decision by mid-June 2025 and may offer partial awards.  

Unallowable Costs  
Organizations may not use grant funding for the promotion of a particular political, 
religious, or ideological point of view; advocacy for a particular program of social or 
political action; support of specific public policies or legislation; lobbying; or projects that 
fall outside of the humanities. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What are Community Culture Grants?  
The grant is designed to support a fuller, more complex telling of community histories, lived 
experiences, and ideas leading to a fuller appreciation and understanding of the richness of 
people. Through community initiatives, public programs, digital media, oral histories, 
exhibitions, publications, and preservation projects, Wyoming Humanities invites local 
governments, public education, and nonprofit organizations to get creative, prioritize a 
passion project, or try something new.  
 
Through the Community Culture Grant, we anticipate projects 

• That exchange a wide variety of stories, ideas and experiences  
• that bring communities together 
• tell untold, unheard, or unknown stories or ideas  
• tell familiar stories or ideas in new, never-before-experienced ways 

 
Community Culture Grant-funded programs, activities, and materials must: 

• be informed by humanities materials and humanities scholars or experts 
• reflect a diversity of experiences and perspectives of the community 
• make use of local, regional, and national cultural and historical resources 
• develop or build on partnerships with other organizations (e.g., libraries, museums, 

educational organizations, social or cultural agencies) 
 
Ultimately, Community Culture Grants will expand the public humanities available across 
the state to encourage future growth of Wyoming culturally, socially, politically, and 
economically.  

Who is eligible for a Community Culture Grant?  
Eligibility is open to nonprofit organizations (as reported to the IRS and with an existing EIN), 
accredited public and 501(c)(3) institutions of higher education (as defined in 20 U.S.C. 
1001), local governmental agencies, and federally recognized Native American tribal 
governments. Humanities-focused organizations, organizations that routinely conduct 
humanities programming, and non-humanities focused organizations interested in 
conducting humanities programming are eligible for a Community Culture Grant. Applying 
organizations will need a a Unique Entity ID with sam.gov; to learn more, visit the Entity 
Registration Checklist. 
 
Not-for-profit organizations (status other than 501(c)(3)) may apply with the support of a tax-
exempt fiscal sponsor. Those applying with a fiscal sponsor are strongly encouraged to 
consult with Grants Director prior to applying, at chloe@thinkwy.org.  

https://sam.gov/
https://sam.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/entity-checklist.pdf
https://sam.gov/sites/default/files/2024-11/entity-checklist.pdf
mailto:chloe@thinkwy.org


   
 

Updated Feb. 13, 2025 
Page, 6 of 12 

My organization has never conducted a humanities program, but is interested in doing 
so. Would my organization be eligible for a Community Culture Grant?  
Yes. We recommend that you first identify the program/project your organization wants to 
execute and identify an appropriate humanities scholar or expert that will support the 
creation, implementation, and execution of the program/project. Wyoming Humanities will 
review draft applications and provide feedback up to the application deadline; to ensure that 
your draft is reviewed in a timely manner we recommend contacting us at least two weeks 
prior to the deadline. Please feel welcome to contact Grants Director, Chloé Flagg, any time 
for any programmatic or grants-related questions or concerns at chloe@thinkwy.org  

Who is not eligible for a Wyoming Community Culture Grant?  
For-profit organizations and individuals are not eligible for Community Culture Grants.  

Can I review previous Community Culture Grant recipients?  
Not yet! You can access a list of the most recent awardees of our most recent $10,000 
Wyoming Crossroads Grant on our website or by email request to chloe@thinkwy.org. 
Please visit the grants page of our website, https://www.thinkwy.org/grants. 

What is the maximum awards amount for a Wyoming Community Culture Grant?  
The maximum award amount for Community Culture Grants is $10,000.  

How many Community Culture Grants are available?  
The number of awards and award amounts will be determined by the availability of 
funds. Wyoming Humanities has allocated $60,000 for awarding 2025 Community Culture 
Grants. Final awards may be granted in the full requested amount (max $10,000) or as partial 
awards. The Grants Committee of the Wyoming Humanities Board of Directors determines 
all final award decisions and award amounts.  

What is the deadline to apply for a Wyoming Community Culture Grant?  
Applications for Wyoming Community Culture Grants will be available February 15, 2025. 
Applications are due April 15, 2025.  

What is the timeline of activities for a Wyoming Community Culture Grant?  
Organizations will have one year from the time a grant is awarded to complete activities 
associated with the award. Spring 2025 applications are for activities that begin after July 1, 
2025. 

If I receive a Wyoming Community Culture Grant, what are my responsibilities?  
• Sign a grant agreement letter, with a Form W-9  
• Schedule and attend an Interim Check-in with the Grants Director over Zoom or the 

phone. 
• Complete the activities outlined in the grant application within the grant period. 

mailto:chloe@thinkwy.org
mailto:chloe@thinkwy.org
https://www.thinkwy.org/grants
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• Acknowledge Wyoming Humanities in all public communications and other 
marketing materials. 

• Submit a final report and participate in other evaluation conversations. The grantee 
will meet with Wyoming Humanities to review the success of the program. 

Where do I submit a Letter of Intent? 
Wyoming Humanities does not require or accept a Letter of Intent. If you believe that you are 
eligible for a Wyoming Community Culture Grant, please apply. If you are unsure, please 
contact Wyoming Humanities Director of Grants and Programs, Chloé Flagg at 
chloe@thinkwy.org. We do encourage organizations to schedule a time with Chloé to talk 
through your proposal prior to applying. 

What is the application and review process?  
1. Once submitted, a panel of Wyoming Humanities staff will screen applications to 

verify eligibility status.  
2. Application Conversations between the applying organization, listed humanities 

scholars/experts and Wyoming Humanities Grants Director will be recorded over 
Zoom. 

3. The Grants Committee of the Wyoming Humanities Board will review all eligible 
applications and make decisions for awarding. Awards will be based on available 
funds.  

4. Applicants will be notified via email of the application award status eight weeks 
following the deadline. 

 
Will Wyoming Humanities give feedback on a grant draft? 
Absolutely! Staff is happy to work with you as you develop your idea into a project. 
However, we cannot guarantee first reads on drafts less than two weeks from the submittal 
date. 
 
How do I apply? 
Wyoming Humanities uses an online grant application system, Foundant. If you haven’t 
already, you will need to register for a user name and login as well as submit information 
about your organization. Please do not register yourself as associated with any other 
organization other than your own. 

How many Wyoming Community Culture Grants will be awarded to one organization? 
One. Wyoming Humanities values making grants available to as many organizations as 
possible throughout the state. Eligible organizations are limited to only one Community 
Culture Grant award per fiscal year (Nov. 1 – Oct. 31).  
 

https://kyarts.gosmart.org/
mailto:chloe@thinkwy.org
https://calendly.com/chloe-thinkwy/15min?month=2022-08
https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=whcouncil
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Do I need to complete a Budget document for this application?  
Yes. All grant applications require the uploading of a Project Budget & Grant Request 
document. You can access the document here. To download, select File > Download > 
Microsoft Word or whatever file format you prefer. The application will accept the following 
file formats: doc, docx, pdf, jpeg, jpg, png, xlsx. 

Do Community Culture Grants require cost share?  
All Community Culture Grant funds must be matched 1:1 with non-Federal, non-State 
dollars. This match can be both cash and in-kind (for example, the dollar value of facilities 
or time that people contribute to your project).  

What’s the difference between “in cash” and “in kind” cost share? 
“In cash” include the actual dollars and organizational resources (e.g., staff time) that the 
organization(s) directs to the project. Cash contributions also include money contributed to 
the organization(s)from sources such as local and state governments, businesses, 
foundations, and individuals. “In kind” cost may include time and materials, office space 
and equipment, travel, donated services and other non-cash donations. If a lower-than-
normal fee is charged for goods or services, the dollar value of the discount can be 
considered as an in-kind contribution to the project. 

Can my organization count general operating funds toward cost share?  
Yes, but with limits. You can count general operating funds toward cost share only for 
expenses associated with the completion of the project and within the timeframe of 
activities for the grant. General operating funds applied toward cost share cannot be federal 
funds. All funds, gifts, in-kind contributions, and general operating funds associated with 
the project and counted toward cost share must be tracked and documented. 

Can I use grant funds to pay for salaries? 
Yes, but with limits. The project director, fiscal agent, and clerical support staff may be paid 
from grant funds provided that such work is outside of their normal duties for which they are 
being compensated by an employer; provided that at least one half of their time working on 
the project is a cost share (either in-cash or in-kind); and provided that the amount 
requested for payment to such personnel is less than one-half of the total amount requested 
from WYH. 

What does “fiscal agent” mean? 
This is the person who will be managing the grant money: receiving, disbursing, and 
accounting for all grant and cost-share funds. If your organization is using a fiscal sponsor, 
the fiscal agent should generally be associated with that organization (usually the board 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BdqRFTiOH_BN9LFnHc9VDfKmQUEMB538Xjvmnq-Ol1U/edit?tab=t.0
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treasurer or fiscal staff person). Whenever possible, the Project Director should NOT serve 
as the fiscal agent. 

What does “fiscal sponsor” mean?  
A Fiscal Sponsor is a nonprofit organization that is partnering with a for-profit organization 
to apply for grant funding. The Fiscal Sponsor is an actively involved participant of the project 
and will be required to upload a Letter of Involvement on the organization’s letterhead 
demonstrating such. Should the application be approved for awarding, funds will be 
distributed to the Fiscal Sponsor, who will manage and be responsible for the grant funds 
for the project.  

Are Spark and Crossroads grants still available? 
Wyoming Humanities is no longer offering Crossroads Grants as the Community Culture 
Grant has replaced this grant line. Wyoming Humanities will continue to offer Spark Grants 
monthly, due the first business day of each month. 

Can my organization apply for both a Spark Grant and a Community Culture Grant? 
Yes, but with limits. An eligible not-for-profit organization can apply for, and receive, both a 
Spark Grant and a Community Culture Grant. However, the applying organization must 
demonstrate that there is no funding overlap between the two grants. This means that each 
grant must support different activities; those activities may be a part of the same 
overarching project. In addition to preventing funding overlap, Wyoming Humanities also 
wants to ensure that organizations have the capacity and resources to carry out multiple 
projects in a given year.  

What is an Application Conversation? Is it a requirement for the Community Culture 
Grant? 
An Application Conversation is an online meeting over Zoom with the organization, typically 
the applicant, humanities scholars/experts listed in the application, and the Grants Director 
at Wyoming Humanities. Together, we will walk through the project and application, noting 
highlights of the project and providing clarity when needed. These Conversations are 
recorded and viewed by evaluators as part of the evaluation process. Recordings are only 
available to the organization and Wyoming Humanities.  

Do Community Culture Grant applications require a humanities scholar or expert?  
Yes. Humanities Scholars and Experts are required for all grants awarded through Wyoming 
Humanities. A humanities scholar should be an acknowledged expert in a humanities field 
related to your project typically, with an advanced degree (MA or above) in a humanities 
subject. Depending on your project, other humanities experts may also be appropriate; a 
humanities expert may or may not have an advanced degree but demonstrate extensive 
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knowledge and/or independent research in their respective field of expertise. Some 
examples of humanities scholars and experts include:  

• Teaching and/or research faculty at a college or university. 
• Historians or independent scholars who are widely accepted as experts in their field 

of study by their community.  
• Professional librarians, writers, and others who have an established record of 

research and/or scholarship in the Humanities. 
• Any person representing various cultural traditions, e.g., a tribal leader or elder that 

has been recognized as a spokesperson for their traditions, a traditional tradesman 
like a cowboy/rancher with historical knowledge of the skills and/or land they 
steward. 

Are there requirements for what the humanities scholar or expert will do for my 
project? 
The humanities scholar or expert should encourage dialogue, analysis, and critical thinking 
in your project. They might help to conceive and design the project, shape the program’s 
content, make a public presentation, lead a discussion, write interpretive materials for 
brochures, or review exhibition text, copy for catalogues or brochures, among other 
activities. Lifelong or multigenerational residents of Wyoming are not considered 
humanities experts unless they have demonstrated extensive knowledge and independent 
research of their communities or respective field of expertise. If you have any questions 
about what constitutes a humanities scholar or expert, please do not hesitate to contact 
Chloé Flagg at chloe@thinkwy.org.  

What will a humanities scholar or expert need to do for this application?  
Humanities scholars or experts will need to write a Letter of Involvement outlining the ways 
that they are involved and contributing to the project. Letters of Involvement will need to be 
signed by the scholar or expert and will be uploaded with all other application materials in 
the online grant portal. Scholars and experts are also expected to attend the Application 
Conversation.  

Can I use grant funds to compensate humanities scholars or experts?  
Yes, honoraria are acceptable requests for Wyoming Humanities grant. Wyoming 
Humanities believes strongly in the role of the humanities scholars and experts in our own 
Wyoming Humanities programming as well as the work of the grantees. Wyoming 
Humanities encourages an honorarium for the time and expertise sought to ensure quality 
public humanities programming. It is important to remember that honoraria are an act of 
gratitude and goodwill and are intended to help cover the scholars or experts’ expenses 
associated with bolstering your program; honoraria should not be considered or treated as 

mailto:chloe@thinkwy.org
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a salary. Honoraria grant requests should not exceed $300 unless approved by Wyoming 
Humanities. 
 

I can’t find a humanities scholar/expert in my area, what should I do? 
Try talking with staff at your local library, museum, and/or community college; they can often 
help you locate someone. Wyoming Humanities staff can also help recommend someone 
or point you to someone who can. 
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Community Culture Grant Application Conversation 
 
As part of the Community Culture Grant application process, we host short 10-15 minute 
application conversations. These conversations allow applicants the opportunity to 
advocate for their organizations and program/project presented for Community Culture 
Grant funding. Applicants should include humanities scholars/experts and/or fiscal 
sponsors (if applicable); please limit to five participants per conversation. Included in the 
conversation will be Wyoming Humanities Director of Grants and Programs. These 
application conversations will be recorded. The recordings are added to the application and 
available to the applicant, but primarily they serve the Grants Committee of the Wyoming 
Humanities Board of Directors during the evaluation process.  
 
Application Conversations can be scheduled using this link:  
https://calendly.com/chloe-thinkwy/application-conversation  
 
All questions or concerns regarding application conversations should be sent to the Director 
of Grants and Programs, Chloé Flagg at chloe@thinkwy.org. The following is a brief outline 
of the possible structure and kinds of questions we may ask during the application 
conversation.  
 
Project description, people involved, and related activities:  

• Project overview, elevator pitch, 2-3 minutes.  
Applicants are encouraged share a short overview of the project submitted 
for funding.  

• Humanities scholar/expert  
How is the humanities experts’ work directly related to the project? In what 
ways is the humanities expert integrated into the project?  

• Promotion & marketing, anticipated outcomes, and expected audience 
numbers/demographics. 

Additional application-specific questions: 
• Areas in need of clarification may be related to the project’s budget, organization’s 

mission, project goals and expectations, humanities scholars/experts, etc. 
 
For non-humanities organizations: 

• Organization’s mission and activities as they relate to Wyoming Humanities values. 
• Organization’s history of humanities programming and/or projects. 

 

https://calendly.com/chloe-thinkwy/application-conversation
mailto:chloe@thinkwy.org
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